We have recently tested for the presence of HIV-antibody 250 serum samples collected in 1983, during a measles epidemic among gold miners encamped in the "Serra Pelada", Pará State, north Brazil: at the time the population was all male, with ages ranging from 17 -38 years.
Most of the men had come from other parts of Brazil, including the southeastern region -where the first cases of AIDS in this country were registered, in 1982
2 . There was a high rate of both homosexuality and prostitution in and around the camp.
All the serum specimens proved negative for HIV-antibody, using the Wellcozyme "kit" -a test which is basically an enzyme-linked immunosorbent competitive assay 1 .
In view of the fact that a high proportion of the miners were from southeast regions, we 
